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failed to adapt itself to the facts of modern German life.
The vague phrases of its republican programme, survivals
from a past epoch of European thought, have attracted to
it a large mass of inarticulate discontent which it has never
been able to weld into a party of practical reformers. In
the municipal sphere and in the field of Trade Unionism,
under the education of responsibility, German Socialism
can show great achievements ; but in national policy it has
been as helpless as the rest of the German nation.
What effect, it will be asked, is the war of 1914 likely
to have on the German working-class movement ? In 1848
middle-class Germany made its stand for democracy. May
we hope for a similar and more successful movement, in the
direction of Western ideals and methods of government,
from working-class Germany as a result of 1914 ?
It is a tempting prophecy; but the outlook is not pro-
pitious* Germany, Prussian and South German, noble,
bourgeois, and working class, has rallied round the Emperor
in this crisis of national history, as the brutal and cynical
directors of German policy calculated that she would. For
the Social Democratic Movement the war comes with a
peculiar appeal. It is a war against Eussia, a country
about which the German workman knows little and under-
stands less, but which he considers to be the home of a re-
action far blacker than that of his own country. A war of
aggression against the Western Powers would have found
the Social Democrats divided. By representing Eussia
as the aggressor and the Western Powers as the shameless
allies of the " Mongol," German diplomacy, more successful
within than without, made certain of enlisting Socialist
support.
Moreover, the Socialists too have to pass through a
natural reaction from their refusal to recognise the forces